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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS, COPY MARKED TO SHOW CHANGES 

Listing of Claims 

1. (previously amended). A ball propelling assembly for propelling a ball having a seam, the 
assembly including: 

a ball positioned having opposed ball supports which engage and rotate the ball which 
thereby moves relative to the ball supports until positioned relative thereto in a 
predetermined alignment; 

a ball spinner having opposed ball supports which engage and spin the ball in the 
predetermined alignment, and 

a ball propeller which propels the spinning ball from the assembly along an axis of 
propulsion. 

2. (original). The ball propelling assembly of claim 1, wherein the ball spinner includes two pairs 
of opposed ball supports, the pairs being aligned to each other at right angles. 

3. (original). The ball propelling assembly of claim 2, wherein one of the opposed pairs comprises 
the pair of opposed ball supports in the ball positioner. 

4. (original). The ball propelling assembly of claim 2, wherein one of the opposed pairs comprises 
the pair of opposed ball supports in the ball spinner. 

5. (original). The ball propelling assembly of claim 1, wherein the ball supports can be advanced 
towards and retracted away from a loaded ball. 

6. (original). The ball propelling assembly of claim 1, wherein the assembly includes a motor 
which rotates and/or spins the ball supports. 

7. (original). The ball propelling assembly of claim 1, wherein the portion of each ball support 
that comes into contact with the ball has a substantially concave face with a plurality of 
adjacent scallops or grooves which meet at peaks on the rim of the face. 

8. (original). The ball propelling assembly of claim 1, wherein the predetermined alignment is 
either such that the ball is positioned to be propelled with a two seam spin, or is propelled 
with a four seam spin. 
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9. (original). The ball propelling assembly of claim 1, wherein the predetermined alignment is 
such that the ball is not engaged by the opposed ball supports on the seam of the ball. 

10. (previously amended) A method of propelling a ball having a seam, the method including: 

engaging and rotating the ball by a ball positioner having opposed ball supports, the 
ball thereby moving relative to the ball supports until positioned relative thereto in a 
predetermined alignment; 

engaging and spinning the ball engaged thereby in the predetermined alignment by a 
ball spinner having opposed ball supports, and 

propelling the spinning ball from the assembly along an axis of propulsion by a ball 
propeller. 

11. (previously amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the ball is a baseball or Softball. 

12. (currently cancelled). An assembly for align i ng a baseball in a basebal l propelling machine, the 
assemb l y compr i s i ng at l e a st o n e pa i r of oppos i ng b a ll su p p o r ts, wherein rotation of the ba l l 
s up p orts causes a l oaded baseba ll to rotate about a predeterm i ned axis, wherein tho pressure 
exerted by the ba l l supports on the basebal l is insuff i cient to prevent the ax i s of rotat i on of the 
baseba ll chang i ng whi l st being rotated and the baseba ll adopting the predetermined ax i s of 
r otat i o n , and wh e r ei n th e pair of oppos i ng ba ll supports can move from a retracted posit i on 
where they are not in contact w i th the baseba ll to on advanced position in wh i ch they are in 
contact with a l oaded baseba l l 

13. (previously cancelled). 

14. (previously cancelled). 

15. (previously cancelled). 

16. (currently cancelled). The assemb l y according to claim 12, wherein the baseball is a l igned such 
that the ax i s o f r otation i s centered i n, and e xtends through, one pair of tho oppos i te l oop 
shaped regions formed by tho cont i nuous stitched seam of tho baseball . 

17. (currently cancelled). The assemb l y accord i ng to c l aim 12, wherein the predetermined axis i s 
either such that the ba ll is pos i tioned to bo prope ll ed w i th a two seam spin, or is prope l led 
with a f ou r sea m s p i n . 
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18. (original). The assembly according to claim 12, wherein a single pair of opposed ball supports 
firstly causes the baseball to rotate about a predetermined axis and thereafter apply a 
predetermined amount of spin to the baseball so as to be propelled in the two seam position. 

19. (previously amended). An assembly for aligning a baseball in a baseball propelling machine, 
the assembly comprising at least one pair of opposing ball supports, wherein rotation of the 
ball supports causes a loaded baseball to rotate about a predetermined axis, wherein the 
pressure exerted by the ball supports on the baseball is insufficient to prevent the axis of 
rotation of the baseball changing whilst being rotated and the baseball adopting the 
predetermined axis of rotation and wherein a first pair of opposed ball supports firstly causes 
the baseball to rotate about a predetermined axis and thereafter a second pair of opposed ball 
supports apply a predetermined amount of spin to the baseball so as to be propelled in the 
four seam position. 

20. (original). The assembly of claim 19, wherein the first pair of ball supports are rotated at a 
different speed to the second pair of ball supports. 

21. (currently cancelled). The^sembl y -of d^i m 4^ w h e r^4fh4 h e- eppoGing pair of ball supports 
cont; 3 ££4be4»a-s^ kilograms of press ure when al i gning the baseb all t o r o ta te 
about a pred e t e rmined ax i s of rotation . 

22. (currently cancelled). The assemb l y of cla i m 18 where in t he op posing pair of bal l supports 
contact the ba seball w i th tw el ve to e i g h t e en kil og ram s of pr e ssure when sp i n ni ng t he baseb all 
i n t he two or fo ur seam position . 

23. (currently cancelled). Th e assemb l y of clai m 13> w h ere i n th e ball supports have a substantially 
concave ■■■face -which' is-eapable-ef cont acting - the basebal l. 

24. (previously amended). An assembly for aligning a baseball in a baseball propelling machine, 
the assembly comprising at least one pair of opposing ball supports, wherein rotation of the 
ball supports causes a loaded baseball to rotate about a predetermined axis, wherein the 
pressure exerted by the ball supports on the baseball is insufficient to prevent the axis of 
rotation of the baseball changing whilst being rotated and the baseball adopting the 
predetermined axis of rotation and wherein a single pair of opposed ball supports firstly 
causes the baseball to rotate about a predetermined axis and thereafter apply a 
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predetermined amount of spin to the baseball so as to be propelled in the two seam position 
and wherein the opposing pair of ball supports contact the baseball with twelve to eighteen 
kilograms of pressure when spinning the baseball in the two or four seam position and 
wherein the concave face has a plurality of adjacent scallops or grooves which meet at peaks 
on the rim of the face. 

25. (original). A method of aligning a baseball in a baseball propelling machine comprising bringing 
a pair of opposing ball supports into contact with a baseball and rotating the ball supports until 
the baseball rotates about a predetermined axis, wherein the pressure exerted by the ball 
supports on the baseball is insufficient to prevent the axis of rotation of the baseball changing 
whilst being rotated and the baseball adopting the predetermined axis of rotation. 

26. (previously cancelled). 

27. (previously presented). The assembly of claim 19, wherein the opposing pair of ball supports 
contact the baseball with two to six kilograms of pressure when aligning the baseball to rotate 
about a predetermined axis of rotation. 

28. (previously presented). The assembly of claim 19, wherein the opposing pair of ball supports 
contact the baseball with twelve to eighteen kilograms of pressure when spinning the baseball 
in the two to four seam position. 
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Claim Listing - Clean Copy 



1. (previously amended). A ball propelling assembly for propelling a ball having a seam, the 
assembly including: 

a ball positioned having opposed ball supports which engage and rotate the ball which 
thereby moves relative to the ball supports until positioned relative thereto in a 
predetermined alignment; 

a ball spinner having opposed ball supports which engage and spin the ball in the 
predetermined alignment, and 

a ball propeller which propels the spinning ball from the assembly along an axis of 
propulsion. 

2. (original). The ball propelling assembly of claim 1, wherein the ball spinner includes two pairs 
of opposed ball supports, the pairs being aligned to each other at right angles. 

3. (original). The ball propelling assembly of claim 2, wherein one of the opposed pairs comprises 
the pair of opposed ball supports in the ball positioner. 

4. (original). The ball propelling assembly of claim 2, wherein one of the opposed pairs comprises 
the pair of opposed ball supports in the ball spinner. 

5. (original). The ball propelling assembly of claim 1, wherein the ball supports can be advanced 
towards and retracted away from a loaded ball. 

6. (original). The ball propelling assembly of claim 1, wherein the assembly includes a motor 
which rotates and/or spins the ball supports. 

7. (original). The ball propelling assembly of claim 1, wherein the portion of each ball support 
that comes into contact with the ball has a substantially concave face with a plurality of . 
adjacent scallops or grooves which meet at peaks on the rim of the face. 

8. (original). The ball propelling assembly of claim 1, wherein the predetermined alignment is 
either such that the ball is positioned to be propelled with a two seam spin, or is propelled 
with a four seam spin. 

9. (original). The ball propelling assembly of claim 1, wherein the predetermined alignment is 
such that the ball is not engaged by the opposed ball supports on the seam of the ball. 
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10. (previously amended) A method of propelling a ball having a seam, the method including: 

engaging and rotating the ball by a ball positioner having opposed ball supports, the 
ball thereby moving relative to the ball supports until positioned relative thereto in a 
predetermined alignment; 

engaging and spinning the ball engaged thereby in the predetermined alignment by a 
ball spinner having opposed ball supports, and 

propelling the spinning ball from the assembly along an axis of propulsion by a ball 
propeller. 

11. (previously amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the ball is a baseball or softball. 

12. (currently cancelled). 

13. (previously cancelled). 

14. (previously cancelled). 

15. (previously cancelled). 

16. (currently cancelled). 

17. (currently cancelled). 

18. (currently cancelled). 

19. (previously amended). An assembly for aligning a baseball in a baseball propelling machine, 
the assembly comprising at least one pair of opposing ball supports, wherein rotation of the 
ball supports causes a loaded baseball to rotate about a predetermined axis, wherein the 
pressure exerted by the ball supports on the baseball is insufficient to prevent the axis of 
rotation of the baseball changing whilst being rotated and the baseball adopting the 
predetermined axis of rotation and wherein a first pair of opposed ball supports firstly causes 
the baseball to rotate about a predetermined axis and thereafter a second pair of opposed ball 
supports apply a predetermined amount of spin to the baseball so as to be propelled in the 
four seam position. 

20. (original). The assembly of claim 19, wherein the first pair of ball supports are rotated at a 
different speed to the second pair of ball supports. 

21. (currently cancelled). 

22. (currently cancelled). 
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23. (currently cancelled). 

24. (previously amended). An assembly for aligning a baseball in a baseball propelling machine, 
the assembly comprising at least one pair of opposing ball supports, wherein rotation of the 
ball supports causes a loaded baseball to rotate about a predetermined axis, wherein the 
pressure exerted by the ball supports on the baseball is insufficient to prevent the axis of 
rotation of the baseball changing whilst being rotated and the baseball adopting the 
predetermined axis of rotation and wherein a single pair of opposed ball supports firstly 
causes the baseball to rotate about a predetermined axis and thereafter apply a 
predetermined amount of spin to the baseball so as to be propelled in the two seam position . . 
and wherein the opposing pair of ball supports contact the baseball with twelve to eighteen 
kilograms of pressure when spinning the baseball in the two or four seam position and 
wherein the concave face has a plurality of adjacent scallops or grooves which meet at peaks 
on the rim of the face. 

25. (original). A method of aligning a baseball in a baseball propelling machine comprising bringing 
a pair of opposing ball supports into contact with a baseball and rotating the ball supports until 
the baseball rotates about a predetermined axis, wherein the pressure exerted by the ball 
supports on the baseball is insufficient to prevent the axis of rotation of the baseball changing 
whilst being rotated and the baseball adopting the predetermined axis of rotation. 

26. (previously cancelled). 

27. (previously presented). The assembly of claim 19, wherein the opposing pair of ball supports 
contact the baseball with two to six kilograms of pressure when aligning the baseball to rotate 
about a predetermined axis of rotation. 

28. (previously presented). The assembly of claim 19, wherein the opposing pair of ball supports 
contact the baseball with twelve to eighteen kilograms of pressure when spinning the baseball 
in the two to four seam position. 
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